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In 1947 a young american woman named Eleanor Clark went to Rome on a Guggenheim fellowship to write
a novel. But Rome had its way with her, the novel was abandoned, and what followed was not a novel but a
series of sketches of Roman life, most written between 1948 and 1951. This new edition of her now classic
book includes an evocative foreword by the eminent translator William Weaver, who was a close friend of
the author's and often wandered the city with her during the years she was working on Rome and a Villa.

Once in Rome, the foreign writer or artist, over the course of weeks, months, or years, begins to lose
ambition, to lose a sense of urgency, to lose even a sense of self. What once seemed all-consuming is
swallowed up by Rome&$8212;by the pace of life; by the fatalism of the Roman people, to whom
everything and nothing matters; by the sheer historic weight and scale of the place. Rome is life
itself—messy, random, anarchic, comical one moment, tragic the next, and above all, seductive.

Clark pays special attention to Roman art and architecture. In the book's midsection she looks at Hadrian's
Villa—an enormous, unfinished palace—as a metaphor for the city itself: decaying, imperial, shabby, but
capable of inducing an overwhelming dreaminess in its visitors. The book's final chapter, written for an
updated edition in 1974, is a lovely portrait of the so-called Protestant cemetery where Keats, Shelley, and
other foreign notables are buried.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Lopez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Rome and a Villa (P.S. (Paperback)). Try to make the book Rome and
a Villa (P.S. (Paperback)) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Robert Sanders:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Rome and a Villa (P.S. (Paperback)) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jessica Bradburn:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Rome and a Villa (P.S. (Paperback)) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get before. The Rome and a Villa (P.S. (Paperback)) giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Louise Guest:

Rome and a Villa (P.S. (Paperback)) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
place every word into delight arrangement in writing Rome and a Villa (P.S. (Paperback)) yet doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.
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