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The buzzing life of bars, warm evenings by the Manzanares river, the subterranean terrors of the Metro, icy
winters and hot, empty summers, student days in the sixties, the ruthless underworld of the city's mafia - this
captivating anthology reflects the character of Madrid and the lives of the madrilenos, as its inhabitants are
called, in all their splendid variety. Some stories are bizarre, some funny, some serious, and as you read
you'll travel through
the city. The famous streets and monuments of Madrid - Cibeles, Calle de Alcalá, Plaza Mayor, and the
Royal Palace - as well as the poor, working-class barrios unfrequented by sightseers will pass before your
eyes like a moving picture. Some stories, like the Galdós story and Carmen Martín Gaite's 'A clear
conscience' depict a journey across Madrid, while in Javier Marías' sinister tale, 'Fallen from fortune', a
couple are unaware that their guide to all the usual tourist highlights is leading them to their death. In
'Through the wall' and 'Personality disorders', the characters barely leave their apartments, and the city lurks
outside the windows. A rich assortment of characters - adolescent boys obsessed with sex; maids up from the
country; provincial girls who slide into prostitution; a
small boy excited at the prospect of going downtown with his grandfather; vain, self-absorbed thirty-
somethings with too much money; immigrant families far from home; mafia types; diligent office-workers
struggling to bring up a family - come alive in the tales.

Few of these stories have previously been translated into English. Some names, such as Benito Pérez Galdós,
Javier Marías, Juan José Millás, and Carmen Martín Gaite, will be more familiar than others but all deserve
to be better known.

There is a map at the back of the book to indicate the places mentioned in the stories and photographs
complement and accompany each story. The reader will also find there biographical notes on the authors and
suggestions for further reading.
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From reader reviews:

Conrad Degregorio:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Madrid Tales (City Tales). You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Madrid Tales (City Tales).
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Celeste Silver:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Madrid Tales (City Tales) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Annetta Doucette:

The actual book Madrid Tales (City Tales) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Madrid Tales (City Tales) is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Fred Prentice:

The reserve with title Madrid Tales (City Tales) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.
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